
Fr. Konrád Égi O. Cist. 

(1935-2025) 
 

The Cistercian Abbey of Zirc, on behalf of the relatives, 

with a heavy heart but accepting God’s will, announces 

that Fr. Konrád (Ferenc) Égi, Cistercian monk and priest, 

in the 90th year of his life, 70th year of religious life, and 

65th year of priesthood, strengthened by the sacraments, 

was called home by the Heavenly Father on December 7, 

2025. 

Ferenc Égi was born on May 22, 1935, in Vaskút, as the 

first child of István Égi and Mária Hellenbarth. He began 

his studies at the local public school for boys, then 

continued at the Cistercian High School in Baja. After 

World War II, his family faced many difficulties due to 

their Swabian origins, as they were first threatened with 

deportation and then classified as “kulaks,” “class 

enemies” during the Soviet era. After the nationalization 

of religious schools, Ferenc was temporarily unable to 

continue his studies due to his clerical intentions. 

Nevertheless, it was during this perilous period that he 

matured in his desire to become a monk and priest, and so, in the summer of 1950 – which was so 

fateful for Hungarian religious orders – he applied to become an oblate at the Cistercian Abbey in 

Zirc. As the monastic orders were about to have their operating licenses revoked, the abbot of the 

monastery sent him to the Benedictine High School in Pannonhalma to complete his studies. After 

graduating from high school in the summer of 1954, he became a candidate for the secretly 

operating Order, and on March 19, 1955, in a ceremony held behind closed doors in the servants’ 

quarters of a villa in Buda, he donned the white habit of the Cistercian novices – which he was 

only allowed to wear for a few hours – and was given the monastic name of Konrád. After 

completing his novitiate, he took his first vows on September 1, 1956, and then began his 

theological studies at the seminary in Eger, officially as a seminarian of the Diocese of Vác. Later, 

he transferred to the Central Seminary in Budapest, then returned to Eger for his final year. 

Meanwhile, he also continued his monastic training in secret, under the guidance of his beloved 

novice master, Fr. Lóránt ‘Sigmond, who remained a point of reference for Fr. Konrád until the 

end of his life. On June 19, 1960, he was ordained a priest in the Cathedral of Vác by Apostolic 

Administrator Vince Kovács. 

The following decade saw frequent changes in chaplaincy positions: 1960-1962 Ceglédbercel, 

1962-1964 Csongrád, 1964-1965 Szabadszállás, 1965-1967 Örkény, 1967-1968 Kiskunmajsa, 

1968 Ócsa. During this time, he was able to take his solemn vows as a Cistercian in secret on July 

10, 1965, in the presence of Abbot Vendel Endrédy in his room at Pannonhalma. His first 



independent pastoral position was in Úri, where he spent a year as administrator. Between 1969 

and 1976, he served as parish priest in Cserhátsurány. Between 1976 and 1988, as head of the 

Sacred Heart Church in Szentes, he created a vibrant religious life and founded a youth community, 

with whose members he remained in close contact until his death. 

1988 was an important year in his life, as it was then that his youthful desire to serve God as a 

monk living in a community was fulfilled. He became parish priest in Nagyvenyim, where the 

novitiate of the Order was reestablished after the change of communist regime, and where Fr. 

Konrád, in addition to his pastoral ministry, was happy to accompany the young novices. Between 

1992 and 1994, he served at the Order's general house in Rome, accompanying and assisting them. 

Meanwhile, he also served as assistant to the then abbot general, Polycarp Zakar, through which 

he made many acquaintances within the universal Order. 

He returned home in 1994 and became a religion teacher at the newly reopened Cistercian High 

School in Eger. In 1996, he resumed his pastoral duties, this time in the Bakony Hills, where he 

served as parish priest in Borzavár and Porva until his retirement in 2011. However, this did not 

mean that he became idle, as he took over the pastoral duties of the St. Bernard Nursing Home 

maintained by the abbey, which he performed with enthusiasm and great precision until his death, 

despite his declining physical strength. 

Wherever he worked, his primary goal was to lift souls to God, to educate and beautify his 

surroundings. He served enthusiastically in the places where his superiors sent him, whether it was 

a small village in the Bakony Hills or the Eternal City. He joyfully participated in community life 

and watched the fate of the community unfold with anxious love. 

He was also granted the grace to celebrate the 70th anniversary of his entry into the Order and the 

65th anniversary of his ordination as a priest in August this year, surrounded by his fellow monks 

and relatives. On his iron-clad holy card, he wrote: “For everything you have given me, thanks be 

to God!”  

We give thanks to God for his vocation and for his faithful example even in the midst of trials!  

 


